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   In This Issue 

With the Summer Solstice upon us marking 

the onset of summer, the longest day of the 

year where the northern hemisphere of the 

Earth is most inclined towards the sun at its 

highest peak,  the Garden starts its rejuvena-

tion.  The new season brings time to pause 

and reflect on the past year and set sights 

on the future. 

Although the word solstice is derived from 

the Latin words sol (sun) and sistere (to stand 

still), because the seasonal movement of the Sun's path (as seen from 

Earth) momentarily comes to a stop before reversing direction 

(mydictionary.com), we do not stand still in any of our efforts to continue to 

conserve, protect and promote the Garden.  Instead, the time is used to see 

the vision of our future. 

The Key West Botanical Garden Society, Inc. is in the final stages of renew-

ing the current lease with the City of Key West.  Although the Garden en-

tered into these negotiations requesting a 100-year lease for purposes of 

longevity and stability, we were advised that this would not be possible.   

Additionally, nor is the renewal of the 25-year lease since a City ordinance 

only allows for 10-year leases.  That causes much concern.  The lease plus 

the land acquisition in 2006, establishing the Kayak Landing and survey doc-

umentation, has caused a delay and negotiations continue  Be assured, our 

team is on it and should have all issues resolved and documented soon. 

Solstice celebrations are observed around the world by many cultures; it's 

not just for the pagans anymore.  This time of year the Garden celebrates 

and gives thanks to the devotion of our members, volunteers and contribu-

tors.  As the season changes so must our devoted contributors.  As we say 

farewell to longtime members and beloved volunteers Constance and Bob 

Miller, we say welcome to new Monroe County students, Community Ser-

vice seekers, volunteers, and even folks from the academia world.  New 

Board of Directors Susie Reutling, Harry Crissy and Ed Cunningham have 

settled in to make strides and new staff have been added to handle daily 

operations.  Join me in welcoming newcomers DeAnna Cordani Education 

Manger, Robin Sarabia Education Assistant, Karen Frank-Noll General Man-

ager, Michael Philip and Vicki Scott, Visitor Center Staff, and Marty  

DenBleyker of Maintenance Repairs.  The Garden is growing in many ways.  

I can use the help. 

We have all spent the Season looking toward the longer days and later sun-
sets, but now the Solstice starts working it back.  Yet the sun doesn’t set at 
this Garden.  Capital projects to repair aging boardwalks and buildings,  

http://www.kwbgs.org/


From the Executive Director cont. 

 
Native Nursery expansion (yea, it’s getting there), additional parking on the south side of the property, new Visitor Center, 
entrance, security fencing, accomplishing the installation of the Children’s Playground, ADA walkways, extending the 
reach of the Education Department, new signage, revamping the Garden website, new email and domain name 
(keywest.garden is our new name on the net), and the onset of the 82nd Anniversary are all seeing the light. 
None of this could be accomplished without your support, suggestions, observations, contributions and participation.  
There is still more to do. 
 
The sign of a healthy Garden -we are growing.  I thank you for growing with us.  Remember: Keep it Green and it is always 
a great day to be at the Garden. 
 

          Misha McRAE 
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   A nd  from  t he  B oard  Pres id ent . . .  

Executive Director   cont. 

Keywest.garden 

 

As you may have noticed, our KWBGS website is on hold, frozen in time as we are in the process of developing a 
brand new Internet face.  Technologies of website design continue to evolve at warp-speed, offering myriad opportu-
nities to present, showcase, and even involve users in information sharing and discovery.   The decision to redo the 
website has been made to incorporate selected new website features while remaining focused on our website pur-
pose of being the best Internet face of the Garden.   It is tempting – like a kid in a candy store – to try so many of the 
new and fascinating things that one could use on a website, but that would be like trying to buy clothes for every 
fleeting “fashion moment”.  The Board is committed to developing a website that will reflect the Garden at its very 
best, although it will always be a “work-in-progress”, just as the Garden itself is always growing and changing.  We 
welcome member suggestions and ideas for improving the site at all times. 

 

It will take time and effort to get the website up and running; please understand and be patient.  As Bill Gates said 
about developing Windows— “There is nothing that was overnight”. 

           Bernhard 
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Fe at ure d  Ar t ic l es  

 

Our Education Department is Filled with Enthusiasm!!    
      By  Joy Taylor, Vice-President, Board of Directors 

The Education Department of KWBG is staffed with two gifted educators - and they are an exceptional team.   

Our Education Manager, DEANNA CORDANI, joined us February 1 and 'hit the 
ground running,'  handling coordination for our many education grants while 
working tirelessly to develop new environmental science curriculum for the 
lucky 4th graders of Monroe County schools.  DeAnna brings a background that 
encompasses a Masters in Education, internships at both the Philadelphia Mu-
seum of Art and the Delaware Art Museum, hands-on lesson planning and 
teaching, and many hours with the Girl Scouts.  

 DeAnna says, “I love the variety of what we do.  There is an opportunity to de-
velop new and different content all the time!  We get to work with such pas-
sionate volunteers, like our Nursery Manager Susie Reutling, who has devel-
oped so many great ideas for all of us to use.  Best of all are the children.  We 
get them at their best - outdoors - where they can be creative and feel the free-

dom to be excited!”   

 May 5th came along and so did our Educa-
tion Assistant ROBIN SARABIA.  She brings her 
Masters in Science along with extensive expe-
rience in professional education, both in the 

field and in the classroom.  Robin has taught, guided and mentored students, develop-
ing and providing hands-on, responsive instruction to children from preschool through 
high school.  She says, “We get to give these children the experience I wish I had had as 
a child, with my nose buried in books. We are bringing book facts to life.” 

This dynamic duo is working to develop and refine new teaching modules and expand-
ing lessons for multiple grade levels for the upcoming school year. In addition, they are 
planning ahead for Fall Migration Mania and Screaming Green Halloween (major 
KWBGS Education events) while coordinating summer programs.   Their concluding 
statement?  “We get to let the children's curiosity drive our lessons here in the Garden. 
They get so excited-- and so do we!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Infectious enthusiasm-- we are indeed fortunate to have DeAnna and Robin! 

DeAnna Cordani, KWBGS Education Manager 

Robin Sarabia, KWBGS Ed. Assistant 



FE ATU RE D   Ar ti cl e s  

What’s Been Happening at the Garden!?    

Key West Botanical Garden Society          Summer Solstice Edition 2017 Page  4 

A brief look at events occurring in the past several months: 
 
Boardwalk repairs 

Repairs to the Garden’s ageing boardwalks continue on schedule.  In the past three 
months, significant portions of the walkway have been replaced with new supports, 
cross-beams, and planks.  Phase II will continue repair work on additional identified are-
as with minimal impact to our visitors.  Our hoped-for completion date is October 2017. 

Olivia working in Nursery 

The Nursery has been fortunate to have Olivia Johnson as a Nursery Assistant for the summer 
months.  Olivia is a graduate of the Nursery “Companions Community Service Hours Program”, 
which offers students hands-on training in propagation, plant material collection, plant care, in-
sect and disease detection, invasive plants, an understanding of geology and hydrology, effects 
of climate change, birds, pollinators, and the importance of bio-diversity.  As one of the out-
standing Companions, Olivia has the knowledge, skills, and experience to handle essential tasks 
such as disease identification and control, propagation, plant identification and collection, inven-

tory, and more.  Having a trained assistant who also has detailed knowledge of the Garden, its activities, and KWBGS 
staff has made for an ideal situation.   

Olivia will be heading to the University of Florida, Gainesville to experience university life and pursue studies in biology with an emphasis on con-
servation.  We wish her well. 

the TIES award 

Joy Taylor, KWBGS Board Vice-president and Administrative Assistant Erica Hunter receive 
an award for the Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden’s program partnership with 
the Florida Keys Community College and Mon- roe County School District’s TIES (Transition to 
Independence for Employment & Suc- cess) Program, led by MCSD teacher Ruth Hol-
land.  The program is part of the community’s Project Access designed to give students with 
disabilities the opportunity to meet non- disabled peers and build relationships in a col-
lege environment.  This increases inclusion op- portunities, as well as basic living and work 
experience skills in order to foster maximum independence and success in entering the 
work force.  In addition, the program provides a “learning lab” type environment for under-
graduate FKCC students to work with students with disabilities, and an environment where 
FKCC students can observe, conduct lessons, consult with MCSD staff, etc., thereby receiving on-campus, practical expe-
riences.  

Rummage Sale 

The Visitor Center did a bit of “spring” house cleaning which resulted in a KWBGS Rummage Sale in June.   In conjunction 
with the June Nursery plant sale, the Garden  offered both native plants and a treasure trove of necessary and/or de-

sired items ready to go to a new 
home.   An extra bonus came as 
staff from Grimal Grove set up a 
tasting station with fresh home-
grown fruits for sampling and pur-
chase.  Yummy! 

 

 



FE ATU RE D   Ar ti cl e s  

What’s Been Happening?-    cont. from pg. 5 

the Business Guild Mixer  

The first Key West Business Guild mixer was held at the Garden Courtyard on 
March 8, 2017.  As a follow-up to a presentation given by Misha McRAE, Executive 
Director, to the Guild membership on March 1st, the Garden opened its gates to 
the Guild membership for an evening of live music, libations, food and fun.  The 
Garden thanks Guild President Alan Beaubien for this opportunity to show the 
community what the Garden is about. 

 KW Chamber of Commerce meeting - April 12 

Misha McRAE, KWBGS Executive Director, met with Virginia Panico, Key West 
Chamber of Commerce Director and staff for a presentation on the Key West  
Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden and how it benefits the community, tourism 
and the environment. 

 the opening/reception of Art- in- the -Garden 2017 

The 7th Annual Key West Art-in-the-Garden opened on May 3rd to receptive and involved attendees. Participating artists 
met the guests, explained their inspiration for their work and took each participant on an personal tour of their art 
work.  Of notable interest was ‘The Garden’, a collaboration between artist Susann D’Antonia and three 5&6thgraders Da-
kota KeAnthony, Kate Carolson and Anna Rogers. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Some of the artworks now  to be seen in the Garden. 

Key West Botanical Garden Society          Summer Solstice Edition 2017

Guild President Alan Beaubien & Misha 
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FE ATU RE D   Ar ti cl e s  

Garden Guardians Activities     by Audrey Thompson, Board of Directors 

In the last three months the Garden Guardians welcomed two groups of Navy Service men and women from Fleet Readi-
ness Center, Southeast Detachment, Key West.  Fourteen volunteers came in March and eight volunteers came in April.  
With their help, a restoration project of the area between the Courtyard and the Boardwalk received an installation of 13 
trees and shrubs.  Also, extensive exotic invasive plants were removed from the property line along the golf course.   Our 
gratitude to our local navy personnel cannot be overstated.  Special thanks to Mandy Mendez, Chantal Blanchard and 
Shady Sheded who have continued to return occasionally to help “Git ‘er done”!  

 

 

 

    Our NAVY volunteers 

    Always ready to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were also fortunate to have fourteen volunteers from an Oregon company Techsoft3d.  They worked on another resto-
ration project near the Cuban Chugs by planting five trees, in addition to cleaning out all the leaves, dirt and debris that had 
fallen into the Chugs over the past few years.  With the end of the ‘Wet Foot/Dry Foot’ policy, these museum pieces have 
gained more significance and continue to be a popular attraction for visitors to the Garden.  We are currently examining 
the possibility of funding that may help to restore and protect these historic boats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Techsoft3d staff pitched in to  clear the Cuban Chugs exhibit 

With the exception of Rick LeGeyt’s regular hours, all of the Garden’s maintenance work is done by volunteers.  All the sea-
sonal snow-birds (including myself) have taken off for northern territories and we are down to just a few yearly resident 
volunteers.  Please consider helping out for a few hours a week. 

In addition to the plants installed by our group volunteers, our regular group has worked hard on Wednesdays and Satur-
days adding new species to different areas of the Garden.  The Nursery continues to propagate and grow trees and shrubs 
that are not currently on the property.  Soldierwood, Colubrina elliptica is one such tree.  This state-listed endangered spe-
cies is a fast-growing, hardwood tree that will grow to 30’.  It gets the name Soldierwood because the fruit on the tree 
opens with a “pop” when heated by the sun.    



FEATURED Articles        

        Garden Guardian Activities cont.    
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“The Key Largo Woodrat commonly uses the bark strips for building stick nests in the hammocks of North Key Largo, the 

only place where this critically imperiled rodent occurs”.  Florida Key Wildflowers, by Roger L. Hammer. 

 

Since the beginning of 2017, Garden Guardians have installed over 60 trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants throughout the 
Garden. 

Invasive removal continues to be a regular activity.  Brazilian jasmine is one such plant.  It is a fast growing vine that can 
easily grow over a shrub or tree, ultimately smothering it.  We have been removing a lot of it near the Blue Butterfly Gar-
den and along the east side of the property.  

 

The Kayak Landing across College Road next to the Power Squadron is officially open.  This section of land was acquired 
through The Florida Communities Trust.  With the cooperation of the City of Key West and the Power Squadron, it is open 
to the public for launching kayaks or paddle boards into Cow Key Channel.  The Garden Guardians enhanced the site by 
planting several trees, shrubs and grasses and are responsible for opening, closing and maintaining it on a daily basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vol-
unteers Mike Fried, John Waterbury, Anna Bustamante, 
and Dalend Fithian set plants at the Kayak Landing. 

 

The Guardians continue to further our preservation and conservation programs by working to preserve natural habitat and 
exhibit curated plants in combinations that reflect that of a natural habitat.    Volunteers meet every Wednesday and Sat-
urday morning from 9am to Noon.   But it’s not all work and no play.  You can frequently 
find some of us at Hurricane Hole “re-hydrating” after the morning’s work. 

 

Hard-working Guardians Audrey Thompson, Pat Ayers, Rick LeGeyt, Susie Reutling, Cathy Matier, 
and Lucia DeRuvo  
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         New Faces at the Visitor Center  By Jennifer Lloyd 

We would like to welcome our professional greeters - Garden Associates Michael Phillip and Vicki Scott.  With the new job-
sharing position created at the Garden, you will see one of their smiling faces greeting you every day in our Visitor Center, 
but that doesn’t mean you won’t be seeing your favorite volunteer greeter as well.  Quite the contrary, with Michael and 
Vicki at the helm taking over the retail responsibilities, it has opened up possibilities for our volunteer greeters to interact 
with our visitors more than ever before. 

Michael has been in Key West since 1991 and comes with a wide variety of experiences as a 
professional architectural photographer, conceptual artist and a real estate associate.  Born in 
Trinidad, he grew up in Venezuela and moved to New York City where he was head of Person-
nel for a Venezuelan foundation before making his way to Key West.  He served as the Subsi-
dized Services Director for Wesley House and then Executive Director for the Florida Keys 
Healthy Start Coalition. 

When asked why he likes working at the Garden, he said it “has opened me to a more in-depth 
understanding and appreciation of the ecosystem that has sur-
rounded me since I was born. I really appreciate the expertise and 
the dedication of the people who make this garden the fun and 
thought-provoking place it is.” 

Vicki came from Ohio 19 years ago, focusing her career on social services-related jobs. She is 
excited about the little things that make the job so enjoyable. Visiting with the dogs from the 
SPCA, discovering a Spiny Orb Weaver in its web or laughing and visiting with the volunteers 
are some of the things she enjoys most. However, she says, “another more important thing 
that I take away when I leave at the end of the day is that the visitors who come to the Garden 
are so looking forward to their walk and after they take their self-guided tour, stop on their 
way out to say thank-you for the wonderful experience. Having visitors leave the Garden with 
good memories and feeling better than when they arrived is what the Key West Botanical Gar-

den is all about and I’m so proud to be a part of it.” 

We are delighted to have both Michael and Vicki join our team and are quite excited to see how their experiences and 
unique perspectives add to our growing Garden. Check in often as we are constantly bringing in new local artists and 
changing up our inventory at the Gift Shop.  The Visitor Center will be adding some interactive educational displays, with 
big thanks to our Educational Department (DeAnna Cordini and Robin Sarabia) in coordination with our Nursery Adviser 

Susie Reutling. 

AND - we have two new KWBGS publications 

which will be available at the Visitor Center. 

The Butterflies booklet provides information on 
selected butterflies commonly seen at the Gar-
den and their nectar and larval host plants.  If 
you have wanted to try your hand at a butterfly 
garden, this is the publication for you. 

The Cactus Barren Demonstration Garden book-
let gives background information on this unique 
Florida Keys natural habitat and the work of the 
KWBGS Nursery in cooperation with Florida’s 
Endangered Plant Advisory Council [EPAC].  
Funding for publication of this information book-
let was provided by the EPAC grant program. 

 

Michael Phillip 

Vicki Scott 
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Membership can now be paid 

online via credit card.  Don’t  

forget to renew; your  

membership helps support the 

Garden so we can  

continue to GROW for  

another 80 years! 
 

You can also support the  

Garden by sponsoring our  

community events.  The Garden   

needs and counts on you! 

  Contact  

events@kwbgs.org for more  

information.   

Visit the Garden 

5210 College Rd. 

Key West, FL 33040 

Open Daily 10am-4pm 
 

Holidays & Special Days 

Christmas Eve—Closing 1pm 

Christmas Day—Closed 

New Year’s Eve—Closing 1pm 

New Year’s—Closed 

Independence Day—Closed 

Community Activities 

Open to the Public 

 

Yoga 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, & 

Saturdays 10:00am 

Yogalates  

Sundays 9am 

Thursdays 5pm 

Drop -in Rate $15/Five Sessions $60 

Meditation 

Wednesdays 6pm 

Saturdays 10am 

 

More Information 
 

Photo on Newsletter frontspiece   Jamaica Caper Capparis 

cynophallophora 

This native tree has white “starburst” flowers which mature to daz-

zling purple blooms.   It is the larval host plant for the Florida white 

Appias drusilla butterfly. 

http://kwbgs.org/page.asp?p=community

